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I N T R O D U C T I O N
The Yale Map Department has the largest collection of maps in Connecticut and one of the largest university collections in the United States. Its collections are geographically comprehensive and consist of over 255,000 map sheets, of which 11,000 are rare maps (pre-1850) . The collection also includes 30 globes, 3,000 atlases, and 900 cartographic reference books and journals. There are currently about 1,300 digital images of maps available through Orbis, Yale University Library's online public access catalog (http:// orbis.library.yale.edu). Users can limit searches to the Map Collection and search "online map" as a keyword to find all records with digital maps.
In 1970, the Yale Map Department purchased a composite atlas that contained 43 eighteenth century maps that belonged to General George Washington. These maps have remained largely unknown and hidden in the Collection for the past 40 years, until the atlas was rediscovered during an inventory a few years ago. While the atlas is being conserved and rebound with a new cover of a larger size, the individual maps have been digitized and posted to Orbis. Also, a book based on these maps by author and Yale alumnus Barnet Schechter is due to be published in November 2010. It is hoped that these new developments will spark more interest in and analysis of these important maps of American history.
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C O N T e N T s O f T h e AT l A s
The atlas consists of 43 map sheets covering the geographic region of colonial North America. The index and page numbering of the atlas indicate a total of 44 map sheets in the atlas. However, the number 21 was skipped over by mistake, resulting in 43 sheets. The first three map sheets consist of small-scale general maps of North America. The remainder of the atlas begins with a plan of Quebec, then runs in a geographic sequence from north to south, ending with a plan of New Orleans.
Although it has a similar title, George Washington's America Atlas is not The George Washington Atlas originally published by the George Washington Bicentennial Commission (edited by Lawrence Martin) in 1932. The atlas by the Commission reproduced eighty-five maps: twenty-eight made by George Washington himself, seven used and annotated by him, eight made at his direction, and the remainder associated with him in some other way.
Although George Washington himself was a surveyor and cartographer, he made none of the maps in George Washington's America Atlas. These maps were in George Washington's possession and may have been used to make decisions in our country's early history. Most of the maps in the atlas are British publications from London ranging between 1733 and 1775 and covering historical events from the French and Indian war to the American Revolution. Maps in the atlas come from a range of cartographers, such as Henry Popple, John Rocque, Joshua Fry, and Peter Jefferson, but a significant number of them were made, engraved, or published by Thomas Jefferys, Geographer to King George III of Great Britain. 
AT l A s M A P l I s T

MAP 23: A Map of the Most Inhabited Part of New England (lower half ).
Thomas Jefferys, 1774.
MAP 24: A Map of the Most Inhabited Part of New England (top half ).
Thomas Jefferys, 1774. 
